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Dear ', Hm::gz

Beoently there was organized under the aegls of the
Asgistant Direstor of ODM for Telscommmnications, an ad hoo
somitiee to study weys and means of anabling the States Dee
partaent o assure itself of minimm essential facllities
for exchange of telegraphic sormunicationa with and among
United 3tates Poreign Service posts abroad, The avallability
of fanilities whioh can assure an minterrupted flow of come
mmnications, particularly in times of amargency, is of mw
eoncern to the Depariment.

- Bumerous instances of aivil strife in foreign eountries,
vhich usually result in d;tmyuan of commmioation channels,
such a8 that recently sxperienced in Buenos Aires, or deliberats
:mgarezmwmﬁmmummww, neke the
avallability of such fecilitles mandatory, The diplomatic servics
of the United Stetes has heuan seriously hanﬁieappod in conduoting
its essential business when oivil mruptim/ &l:;ﬂ;c?u;;;g ﬂin
time of war, with the advent of jamning of oivil and military
eireuita, the sscurity of the nation zay well be offected, The

The Kmahlg
Arthur S, Flemming
ﬁmm foica of Defense obiliszati
Washington 25, D, G, i
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ﬁiplmm mica is in & poor competitiwve posttdon with
other world pewra who are gemerally abls o provide for their
requirements beesuse they do not find themselves restricted by
1&. The diplomatic ssrvice of the United States 1s restrioted
in i%s ability to resch bllatersl agreement which, in most
instances, would involve the granting of reaiprocal privilam)
by the restrictions contained in the Commmieations Aet of 1934,
a8 amendad,

The ad hoo committes, comprised of Rspresentativee from
UDM, 08D, ¥CC, FBI, OIA and State considered various aspects of
the problem and concluded that a staff peper ssiting forth all
relevant detail vould facilitate its deliberation, A suall
working growp from CIA and the Department of State have prepared
such a peper which I attach with my ooncwrence, It is suggested
that coples be made available to each member of the ad hoo come
mittee for study, | |

I2 the committes reaches agreemant on the essential feamtures
of this presentation 1t 1s recommended that alwple qualifieations
of Seations 301 and 310 of the Aot suthorizing "exceptions approved
by the President" be recormended to the Congresa,
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| Binge it is impossidle to anticipate vhen dis.

.Wmm-hmms.ma&mﬁw

sorvices alrosd, I comstdar that the resolution of this

problem warrents early astion by all soncermed,
$inoerely yours,

Yader Searstary

Attaahments
As stated,

ThG1THRNenbi tt
088/D0s Rilreeridws
8/3/55
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